
D E D I C A T I O N

T h i s pape r i s ded i ca t ed t o t h e memory o f my f a t h e r ,

J . M . Money ‐ Fa t h e r o f S k y l i n e Farms Co l ony

a n d

t o my Sen i o r s , p a s t , p r e s e n t and f u t u r e who a r e

f u l fi l l i n g t h e o r i g i n a l g o a l o f t h e c o l o n y ‐ t o

become good s u b s t a n t i a l c i t i z e n s .
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THE R ISE AND DECLINE OF SKYLINE FARMS:

SUCCESS OR FAILURE?

The t imes we re t h e 1950 's . Ou r n a t i o n was in t h e t h r o e s

o f t h e g r e a t d e p r e s s i o n . The number o f unemployed i n t h e

Un i t e d S t a t e s r o s e t o a r e c o r d 1 4 m i l l i o n when more t h a n 2 5

p e r c e n t o f t h e l a b o r f o r c e was o u t o f wo r k . T h i s was t h e

s i t u a t i o n t h a t F r a n k l i n De lano Roo s e v e l t f ound when h e was

i n a u g u r a t e d a s P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o n March A ,

1933. A new e r a i n Amer i can h i s t o r y began u n d e r Rooseve l t .

H e c a l l e d h i s p rogram t h e New Dea l . R o o s e v e l t s a i d h e

wanted to h e l p t h e average American, whom he c a l l e d t h e

" f o r g o t t e n man . " H e p r om i s e d r e l i e f , r e f o r m and r e c o v e r y

in t h e p r og r ams t h a t he introduced.1
Jackson Coun t y, l o c a t e d i n t h e extreme n o r t h e a s t s e c t i o n

of Alabama, was one a r e a t h a t r e c e i v e d a l a r g e amount of fi n ‑

a n c i a l a i d f r o m t h e f e d e r a l government to speed r e c o v e r y .

M y f a t h e r , J . M . Money was e l e c t e d P r oba t e Judge o f

Jackson County in 1928. He t o o k o f fi c e on J u l y 1 , 1929,

p r i o r t o t h e s t ock ma r k e t c r a s h o f Oc t obe r, 1929. As t h e

dep r e s s i o n deepened, Jackson Coun t y, p r i m a r i l y a g r i c u l t u r a l ,

suffiered d e e p l y . Much of myf a t h e r s t i m e was spent in

1"Unemployment," Wo r l d Book Enczo leged ia , Vo lume IXX ,
1964, p. 13. I
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p l a n n i n g ways t o a i d t h e d e s t i t u t e p e o p l e o f o u r area.

When h e heard o f g o v e r n m e n t p rograms t o a i d t h e p e o p l e ,

h e w o u l d i n v e s t i g a t e and seek these programs f o r o u r

res iden ts . Two p r o j e c t s t h a t he had much success in

g e t t i n g was a r o a d - u p , across and down Cumberland

Mountain and t h e S k y l i n e Farms Colony. Here is the

s t o r y a s I have heard i t f r o m t h e p e o p l e i n v o l v e d a n d

t h e newspaper accounts of o u r county t h a t v e r i f y t h e

b u i l d i n g of t h e r o a d up Cumberland Mountain which made

p o s s i b l e t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e S k y l i n e Farms C o l o n y.

Under Pres ident H e r b e r t Hoover t h e Reconstruction
Finance C o r p o r a t i o n was established i n 1932 e n a b l i n g

t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t t o a i d business. Congress

states f o r r e l i e f .

Th i s is t h e fi r s t account o f r e l i e f programs l i s t e d

i n o u r p a p e r.

In February of 1933 t h e Board of Commission

o f Jackson County p u r c h a s e d f o u r t r u c k s

to u s e in t ranspor t ing men to v a r i o u s

r e l i e f p r o g r a m s . I t i s s a i d a p l a n . i s

a f o o t to b u i l d a r o a d up Maynards Cove

to connect w i t h t h e upper end of P a i n t

- - - ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ ‐ - ‐ ‐ ‐ _ _ _

2"Hoover, Herber t , ” World Book Enc c l e e d i a , Volume I X ,
1964, p. 294.
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Rock V a l l e y a n d o p e n i n g u p t h a t v a s t a r e a

known as Cumber land M o u n t a i n w h i c h h e r e ‑

t o f o r e h a d no chance of development."3
Judge J. M. Money announced p l a n s f o r

t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a r o a d t o connect p a r t s

of t h e v a l l e y w i t h Cumber land M o u n t a i n . J o b

a p p l i c a t i o n s a r e t o b e t a k e n i m m e d i a t e l y.

T o b e e l i g i b l e y o u must b e o n t h e county

r e l i e f rolls.4
F i v e thousand a p p l i c a t i o n s h a v e been

t a k e n f o r w o r k o n r o a d c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h r e e

thousand fi v e hund red h a v e b e e n a s s i g n e d

t o w o r k u n d e r 7 3 o v e r s e e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e

county.5
The r o a d a t Tupe lo w h i c h i s a t t h e f o o t o f Cumber l and

M o u n t a i n was s t a r t e d i n March, 1935. The work was done b y

h a n d w i t h t h e men u s i n g s l e d g e hammers, p i c k axes , s h o v e l s

a n d wheelbarrows. Oxen w e r e u s e d f o r s n a k i n g t r e e s a n d

b o u l d e r s f r o m t h e s i t e . D y n a m i t e was u s e d when a b s o l u t e l y

n e c e s s a r y. The o x e n were f u r n i s h e d b y t h e c o u n t y.

T h i s was b a c k b r e a k i n g w o r k . M u s c l e s a n d sweat o f d e ‑

s p e r a t e men w e r e t h e means o f b u i l d i n g t h e w i n d i n g r o a d .

3"Observation of t h e E d i t o r ” , The Prog ress i ve Age, 2 F e b r u a r y ,
1933, S e c t i o n 1 , p . 3 .

A' "Road to be B u i l t , ” The Prog ress i ve Age, 16 Feb rua ry 1955 ,
S e c t i o n  1 ,  p .  1 .

5“Applications Ta k e n , ” The P r o g r e s s i v e Age, 23 F e b r u a r y 1955.
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S o many men needed t o w o r k t h a t t h e R e l i e f A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

d e c i d e d each man c o u l d w o r k two 1 0 h o u r days p e r week a t

$ 1 . 0 0 a d a y. My f a t h e r went to B i rmingham to b u y shoes

o u t o f h i s own p o c k e t f o r t h e men who had none. M y b r o t h e r,

C lyde Money, t o o k t h e p i c k s and shove ls ou t each day as t h e

t r u c k s l e f t Soo t t sbo ro a t s i x each m o r n i n g . P a r t o f t h e

men h a d no lunches, so M r . H a l Cunningham, a f a r m e r who

l i v e d at t h e f o o t of t h e mountain, gave bushe l s of sweet

po ta toes t h a t were r o a s t e d over an open fi r e each d a y.

T h i s was done o u t of t h e goodness of h i s h e a r t so t h a t

t h e men wou ld n o t b e h u n g r y.

A s t h e fi v e m i l e r o a d nea red c o m p l e t i o n p l a n s were

b e i n g made f o r a b i g o c c a s i o n t o c e l e b r a t e t h e o p e n i n g o f

t h e r o a d .

The b i g barbecue h e l d on Cumberland

Mounta in Wednesday, November 1 was one

of t h e b e s t h e l d in t h i s county in many

y e a r s . I t i s e s t i m a t e d t h a t f u l l y 1,000

Apeop le w e r e in attendance. The barbecue

was h e l d t o c e l e b r a t e t h e open ing o f t h e

r o a d up Cumberland Mounta in t h a t w i l l

6I n t e r v i e w w i t h C l y d e Money, Former S t o r e Owner a t S k y l i n e ,
Scottsboro, Alabama, 28 May 1978.
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e v e n t u a l l y j o i n t h e two g r e a t v a l l e y s ,

Tennessee and P a i n t Rock. It h a s been

a stupendous t a s k and hundreds of p e o p l e

marve led a t t h e p r o g r e s s t h a t h a s been

made i n t h i s s h o r t t i m e . The g r a d e u p

t h e mounta in i s s p l e n d i d , n o t o v e r 7

p e r c e n t i n any p l a c e a n d i s r e g a r d e d

a s a m o d e l i n e n g i n e e r i n g . The f r e e

d i n n e r was made p o s s i b l e b y t h e p u b l i c

s p i r i t e d c i t i z e n s o f t h e county who

p r o v i d e d s e v e r a l b e e f , h o g s , goats and

sheep and t h e businessmen, t o g e t h e r w i t h

candidates, who dona ted t h e bread.

The R. F. C . men who worked on t h e p r o ‑

j e c t a r e j u s t l y p r o u d o f t h e i r w o r k . A

r o a d i s b e i n g comp le ted on t o p o f t h e

mountain. The g a s a n d o i l f o r t h e w o r k

i s b e i n g f u r n i s h e d t o t h e county b y t h e

P i e r c e i n t e r e s t s o n t h e m o u n t a i n a n d t h e

w o r k i s b e i n g done b y t h e R . F. C . a n d

t h e coun ty. D r s . F. D . a n d R. V. P i e r c e

o f B u f f a l o , New Yo r k own 8 ,000 a c r e s o f

t i m b e r and m i n e r a l l a n d on Cumber land

M o u n t a i n where t h e y mined c o a l f r o m 1907

to 1920.
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The program began a t 11 o ' c l o c k . A n

e n t h u s i a s t i c address was made b y Judge

Money who made a f u l l and comple te r e ‑

p o r t o f how R. F. C . and coun ty funds

had been expended. He t r a c e d t h e

e a r l y e f f o r t s o f Jackson County t o

secure i t s p a r t of t h e $300,000,000
a p p r o p r i a t e d b y Congress f o r r e l i e f

work and s t a t e d t h a t h e and t h e county

Commission had g o n e to Montgomery and

b y r e a l l y g o i n g a f t e r i t , w e were t h e

4 th county in t h e s t a t e to g e t i t s p a r t

o f t h e r e l i e f . H e t o l d o f the s e l f s a c r i ‑

fi c i n g work of t h e Commission in p u t t i n g

ove r these p r o j e c t s a n d t h a t t h e y worked

day i n a n d day o u t w i t h o u t c o m p e n s a t i o n .

He e x p l a i n e d t h a t he and t h e Commission

h a d n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h p u t t i n g p e o p l e o n

t h e R. F. c. b u t t h a t t h i s was placed in
t h e hands o f t h e S o c i a l S e r v i c e Depar tmen t ‘

o f t h e S t a t e and County a n d t h a t t h e Comm‑

i s s i o n s j o b was t o p r o v i d e t h e j o b s a f t e r

t h e y had been p u t on t h e r o l l . He at tacked

those who made f a l s e statements r e g a r d i n g
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t h e amount spent on t h i s Cumberland M o u n t a i n

r o a d and s a i d t h a t up to t h e p resen t t h e R .

F. C. h a d Spent $12,473.75 on t h i s project.7
E v e n befofe t h e r o a d was c o m p l e t e d , m y f a t h e r a n d t h e

Commission were t h i n k i n g of o t h e r ways to r e l i e v e t h e county

o f r e l i e f r o l l s . F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s t h e J . F. D . P i e r c e P a t e n t

M e d i c i n e Company, h a d wanted t o s e l l t h e 8,000 a c r e s o f l a n d

t h e y owned on Cumberland Mounta in. T h i s l a n d h a d p r e v i s o u l y

been u s e d f o r m i n i n g c o a l , bht was n o t a s u c c e s s f u l o p e r a t i o n .

The F e d e r a l Emergency R e l i e f A d m i n i s t r a t i o n was c r e a t e d

b y Congress i n 1934. H a r r y H o p k i n s , t h e F. E . R . A . d i r e c t o r ,

announced t h a t new types of homesteading in r u r a l a r e a s w e r e

b e i n g s t a r t e d . I n Charge i n o u r s t a t e was Thad H o l t , d i r e c t o r

o f t h e Alabama R u r a l R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Program. M y f a t h e r g o t

i n t o u c h w i t h o u r two U n i t e d S t a t e s S e n a t o r s J o h n Bankhead

a n d Hugo B l a c k and t o l d them o f t h e P i e r c e l a n d t h a t was

f o r s a l e on Cumberland Mountain. He was t o l d to g e t in

t o u c h w i t h Thad H o l t in Montgomery.8
The f o l l o w i n g a c t i o n was t a k e n a n d r e p o r t e d .

P r o b a t e Judge J . M . Money, c h a i r m a n o f

t h e J a c k s o n County R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Commiss ion ,

a n d a d e l e g a t i o n went t o Montgomery November

7”Large Crowd A t t e n d Barbecue , " The P r o a r e s s i v e Age, 2 November
‐ ‐ ‐ Q . _ _ _ _ . _ . _ _ . _1953 , S e c t i o n 1 , p . 1 .

8Interview w i t h C l y d e Money, F o r m e r S t o r e Owner at S k y l i n e
Farms, Sco t t sboro , Alabama, 28 May 1978.
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3 0 a n d i n t e r v i e w e d t h e F e d e r a l R e h a b i l ‑

i t a t i o n Commission f o r Alabama w i t h t h e

v i e w o f g e t t i n g one o r more o f t h e f e d e r a l

homestead ing c o l o n i e s l o c a t e d on Cumberland

and Sand Mounta in in Jackson C o u n t y.

The f a c t s w e r e p l a c e d b e f o r e t h e

commission showing o u r county h a d some

u n u s u a l l y d e s i r a b l e f e a t u r e s f o r such

p r o j e c t s and p l e a d i n g t h e f u l l c o o p e r ‑

ation o f o u r o f fi c i a l s and o u r p e o p l e

w i t h t h e government in b r i n g i n g successes

i f w e a r e f a v o r e d w i t h such c o l o n i e s . The

l o c a l d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d t h e S t a t e and

F e d e r a l men were f a v o r a b l y i m p r e s s e d and

t h e m a t t e r w i l l b e c o n s t a n t l y a g i t a t e d

u n t i l o u r county g e t s some of t h i s

f e d e r a l  a l l o c a t i o n .

The t e r r i t o r y b e i n g offered t h e governé
ment is on t h e r i c h and fehtile Cumberland

and Sand Mounta in w i t h Cumber land Mounta in

h a v i n g c a l l a s fi r s t p r o j e c t because i t i s

i d e a l l y s i t u a t e d and endowed b y n a t u r e f o r

t h i s g r e a t s o c i a l e x p e r i m e n t . Cumber land

M o u n t a i n i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y e i g h t m i l e s w i d e

a n d t h i r t y m i l e s l o n g . The r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
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p l a n o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t i s t o g e t away f r o m

h a v i n g t o s u s t a i n f a m i l i e s w i t h d i r e c t r e ‑

l i e f and t o make them s e l f s u s t a i n i n g and

l a n d owners. The government p r o p o s e s to

l e a s e t h e l a n d f o r a p e r i o d o f 3 y e a r s

w i t h t h e o p t i o n o f b u y i n g t h e same. The

homesteading f a m i l i e s a r e to be g i v e n

fi n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e t o b u i l d a home

and necessary outhouses u p o n t h e l a n d ,

p a i d f o r c l e a r i n g u p t h e l a n d , h i s pay~

ment i n p a r t t o r e v e r t t o t h e p u r c h a s e

o f t h e l a n d w h i c h w i l l b e owned b y t h e

homesteader a f t e r a c e r t a i n t i m e . Many

f a m i l i e s f r o m o v e r t h e Tennessee V a l l e y

r e g i o n w i l l have t h e i r f a r m s fl o o d e d

w i t h i n t h e n e x t 5 o r 4 y e a r s b y t h e TVA.

New homes must b e f o u n d f o r these p e o p l e .

Jackson County c o u l d e a s i l y t a k e c a r e of

1 ,000 new f a m i l i e s t h r o u g h t h i s homestead

method.

T h i s F e d e r a l R e h a b i l i t a t i o n Program i s

p a r t o f P r e s i d e n t R o o s e v e l t s p l e d g e t o t h e

" f o r g o t t e n man" a n d i t w i l l mean t h e m a k i n g

o f g o o d s u b s t a n t i a l c i t i z e n s o f thousands
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of f a m i l i e s t h a t w e r e dependent upon c h a r i t y .

“The Jackson Coun ty p l a n was worked o h t

by Judge Money\and M r . Ross , Jackson County

Work D i r e c t o r who have been k e e p i n g i n

touch w i t h t h e F e d e r a l R e h a b i l i t a t i o n movement

s i n c e i t s b e g i n n i n g . The d e l e g a t i o n accompany ing

Judge Money to Montgomery were W. C. S e l b y,

H. G. Graham, A. D. K i r b y , J o h n O 'Nea l ,

J . L . S t a p l e , J . F. P r o c t o r , J . C . W a l l

and J a c k Reid.9
Accord ing to C l y d e Money t h e p e o p l e o f Jackson County

w a i t e d w i t h b a i t e d b r e a t h t o h e a r i f w e were g o i n g t o b e

among t h e chosen few. As The Progress ive Age came o u t on

December 1 3 , 1934 l a r g e h e a d l i n e s p r o c l a i m e d o u r v i c t o r y .

FARM COLONY ASSURED IN JACKSON COUNTY

Cumberland M o u n t a i n w i l l be t h e l o c a t i o n

of a homestead c o l o n y. F o r m a l a p p r o v a l was

r e c e i v e d b y l e t t e r o n F r i d a y , December 7 t h .

T h i s p r o j e c t i s t o b e made u p o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y

two hundred fa rm f a m i l i e s , who have been

p l a c e d o n t h e R u r a l R e h a b i l i t a t i o n P r o g r a m

a n d who a r e a n x i o u s t o become s e l f s u s t a i n i n g

9”Quest in Montgomery, " Jackson County S e n t i n e l , 6 December
1934, S e c t i o n 1 , p . l .



10” ”Farm C o l o n y Assured i n Jackson C o u n t y, "
Age, 13 December 193$, S e c t i o n 1, o. l.
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a n d w i l l b e w i l l i n g t o w o r k and e s t a b l i s h

themselves. The c o l o n y is to be l o c a t e d

on Cumberland Mounta in on t h e P i e r c e

Development Company's l a n d . T h i s

company i s g r a n t i n g a t h r e e y e a r l e a s e

t o t h e County R u r a l R e h a b i l i t a t i o n C o r p ‑

o r a t i o n , a t t h e e n d o f w h i c h t i m e t h e

r e h a b i l i t a n t s may have o p t i o n t o b u y h i s

own t r a c t o f l a n d a t a r a t e p e r a c r e w h i c h

i s fi x e d a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . T h i s p r o ‑

j e c t i s t o b e o n a c o o p e r a t i v e b a s i s a n d

e a c h p e r s o n w i l l h e l p b u i l d t h e houses

a n d c l e a r t h e l a n d f o r o t h e r p e r s o n s . A

bunkhouse w i l l be b u i l t fi r s t to house t h e

fi r s t g roup o f twen ty fi v e men w h i l e t h e y

a r e c l e a r i n g t h e l a n d a n d c o n s t r u c t i n g

t h e i r homes. As s o o n as t h i s twenty fi v e

move i n t o t h e i r homes, o t h e r s w i l l be

t a k e n u n t i l a b o u t two hundred f a m i l i e s h a v e

c o l o n i z e d on t h e project.10
C o l o n i s t s a r e t o b e made u p o f Group I

a n d Group I I f a m i l i e s . Group I a r e t h o s e

o n t h e Farm ?rogram who were n o t f o r t u n a t e

enough t o have s u i t a b l e l a n d a n d homes a n d

The P r o g r e s s i v e
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money w i l l be advanced to them to make a V//
c r o p . The Group I I p e o p l e , h a v i n g n o l a n d

we re to r e c e i v e o n l y subs i s t ence .

The p l a n i s a s f o l l o w s : S u i t a b l e b a r r a c k s

have been b u i l t t o house and f e e d men who may

come f r o m any p a r t of t h e county to w o r k o u t

a home, where t h e y c a n r e m a i n t h r o u g h t h e

week a n d r e t u r n home o v e r S u n d a y. Those

who fi n d i t i m p o s s i b l e t o l e a v e t h e i r

f a m i l i e s may t r a v e l back a n d f o r t h o n

t r u c k s t h a t l e a v e S c o t t e b o r c a t 6:00 each

m o r n i n g . I n t h e c o l o n y h e i s ass igned t o

work f o r w h i c h h e i s most s u i t e d . «The

r e s u l t o f a l l t h i s w o r k w i l l b e a home

a n d f o r t y a c r e s o f l a n d , w h i c h w i l l b e

deeded t o h im. H e i s c h a r g e d , t o g e t h e r

w i t h h i s f a m i l y ' s g r o c e r y o r d e r , w i t h

What it c o s t t h e government to b u i l d

t h i s house f o r h i m , p l u s t h e l a n d . He

w i l l b e c r e d i t e d w i t h each days work

h e p e r f o r m s a t t h e p r e v a i l i n g wage r a t e

o f t h e C o u n t y, w h i c h i s 1 5 cents p e r h o u r

f o r e v e r y t h i n g b u t h i s l a n d , t h e c o s t o f

Which t h e Government p l a n s to s p r e a d ou t
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o v e r a l o n g number of y e a r s .

The houses a r e a l l o t e d t o t h e men s o l e l y

o n t h e i r m e r i t s and t h e i n t e r e s t t h e y show

i n t h e i r w o r k . N o m a t t e r w h a t h i s j o b may

b e , i t i s r a t e d o n a n e q u a l b a s i s w i t h a l l

o t h e r p o s i t i o n s , s o i f a p e r s o n i s a s s i g n e d

t o d r i v i n g a t r u c k o r h e l p i n g a r o u n d t h e

k i t c h e n , i f h e shows p r o p e r i n t e r e s t i n

h i s w o r k and r e p o r t s r e g u l a r l y h e w i l l b e

cons ide red f o r a home j u s t as soon as t h e

man Who i s d i r e c t i n g t h e l o g g i n g o r d o i n g

c a r p e n t e r w o r k .

When developments a r e w e l l u n d e r w a y,

s u i t a b l e w o r k p r o j e c t s w i l l b e s t a r t e d

t o w h i c h t h e women w i l l b e a s s i g n e d , t o

e n a b l e them t o s e c u r e a home and w o r k o u t

t h e i r indebtedness to t h e Government.

When a s u b s c r i b e r moves i n t o h i s home,

h e w i l l b e p r o v i d e d w i t h means t o make a

c r o p a n d become s e l f ‐ s u s t a i n i n g . C r o p s

w i l l be po ta toes , co t ton , c o r n , soybeans

a n d fi e l d v e g e t a b l e s .

Weather p e r m i t t i n g , t h e fi r s t house
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s h o u l d be completed n e x t week and county

o f fi c i a l s i n v i t e t h e p u b l i c t o a t t e n d .

Montgomery o f fi c i a l s have expressed t h e i r

i n t e n t i o n o f b e i n g there.11
The fi r s t homestead in t h e Co lony on

Cumberland M o u n t a i n w i l l be open f o r

i n s p e c t i o n . I f y o u want t o g o and see

t h i s home, g e t in t o u c h w i t h y o u r r e ‑

s p e c t i v e commissioner. O f fi c i a l s of t h e

R e l i e f Admin i s t ra t i on w i l l be h e r e to

v i s i t l o c a l authorities.12
The Number 1 house i s l o c a t e d o n Highway 7 9 a t S k y l i n e .

The p e o p l e of t h e community now r e f e r to i t as t h e Osborn

house s i n c e t h e Osbornes owned it f o r t h e l a s t 15 y e a r s or
NM/Mlocr

S O .

above t h e d o o r .

When I fi r s t came t o S k y l i n e t o t e a c h , t h e I was s t i l l
The Osbornes moved to D e c a t u r in 1977 and

t h e new owner d i d n o t know what m i g h t have happened to t h e

o r i g i n a l house number.

b u i l t .

A s t h e c o l o n y g r e w, more homes were

A l l l u m b e r u s e d i n t h e s e homes w e r e c u t a t one o f

t h e A s a w m i l l s o p e r a t e d b y t h e c o l o n i s t s u n d e r d i r e c t i o n o f

I k e F l o y d . There were b a s i c a l l y 3 p l a n s , e i t h e r 2 , 3 o r

4 bedrooms, l i v i n g room and a v e r y l a r g e k i t c h e n . The s i z e

ll

12

" R e l i e f A d m i n i s t r a t i o n A t Work o n C o l o n y , "
Age, 1 7 J a n u a r y 1955, S e c t i o n 1 , p . l .

The Prog ress i ve

”Obse rva t i on o f t h e E d i t i o n , " The Prog ress i ve Age, 31
January 1955, S e c t i o n 2, p. l .
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o f y o u r home was based o n how many p e o p l e i n y o u r f a m i l y .

The l o o k s o f t h e homes c o u l d b e v a r i e d b y c h a n g i n g t h e

d i r e c t i o n i t f a c e d a n d b y p l a c i n g t h e p o r c h e s a t d i f f e r e n t

a n g l e s . I f homes were p a i n t e d , i t was a s t a n d a r d g r e e n .

There was n o e l e c t r i c i t y , w a t e r o r p l u m b i n g . These homes

were b u i l t s o s t u r d y t h a t most o f them a r e s t i l l s t a n d i n g

and in u s e t o d a y. Necessary o u t houses a n d sheds were

b u i l t a s w e l l a s b a r n s t o house t h e o x e n o r h o r s e t h e

government suppliea.
An o f fi c e b u i l d i n g and a commissary w e r e b u i l t o u t of

sand stone. B o t h o f t h e s e a r e i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n a f t e r

42 y e a r s . The commissary is now c a l l e d t h e Rock S t o r e and

t h e o f fi c e i s now a p r i v a t e home.

C a p t a i n H a r r y Ross, f r e q u e n t l y c a l l e d "Boss R o s s " was

the d i r e c t o r . "Lawyer C o r n e l i s o n " r a n t h e c o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e

a n d h i s w i f e Lorene was t h e Postmis t ress . The government

h i r e d D r . Zimmerman a n d N u r s e O l a B a r c l a y to l o o k a f t e r

t h e h e a l t h n e e d s o f t h e c o l o n y . The f a m i l i e s d i d p a y

50¢ p e r m o n t h f o r t h e d o c t o r s s e r v i c e s a n d $ 5 . 0 0 when

a baby was born.13
/ The fi r s t s c h o o l b u i l d i n g was h a s t i l y c o n s t r u c t e d o f

wood, h e a t e d w i t h h e a t e r s made f r o m o i l drums and f u r n i s h e d

w i t h benches a n d t a b l e s t h a t h a d been c o n s t r u c t e d b y n a i l i n g

m

1 _ . . . , .3interView W i t h B e r t h a K i r b y , MFA C o u n t y Women S u p e r V i s o r ,
Sco t t sbo ro , Alabama, 17 June 1978.
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p l a n k s t o l o g l e g s . A l l w o r k was done s o n u i c k l y t h a t t h e

b a r k was s t i l l o n some o f t h e l o g s . The t e a c h e r s i n t h i s

s c h o o l we re : P r i n c i p a l G . P. Helms, O r v i l l e , O ' S h i e l d s ,

G . B . S e g l e r , M r s . B i l l W h i t e , W. G. Johns ton , O l a Vaugh t ,

E s t a R e i d , V i r g i n i a West, L i l a h Beason a n d E l l a Chambers.14
B y 1956 t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f s c h o o l a g e c h i l d r e n h a d i n ‑

creased and t h e b a r r a c k type b u i l d i n g was becoming obso le te .

The F e d e r a l Government allocated $25,000 f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n

of a sandstone b u i l d i n g .

A crowd o f 400 g a t h e r e d a t t h e s i t e o f t h e new

Cumberland Farms S c h o o l b u i l d i n g Wednesday,

March 11 , and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e l a n d b r e a k i n g

ceremonies preparatory to t h e b e g i n n i n g of

t h e a c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e $25,000 schoo l

a n d communi ty c e n t e r b u i l d i n g . M r . L . E.

F o r d , r e g i o n a l super in tenden t o f c o n s t r u c t i o n ,

made a s h o r t speech and p l e d g e d t h e suppor t

of t h e Montgomery o f fi c i a l s . He moved t h e

fi r s t s h o v e l o f d i r t f o r t h e b u i l d i n g .

Judge Money, p i o n e e r w o r k e r o f t h e p r o ‑

j e c t , made a fi n e speech. He was one of

t h e fi r s t t o h a v e a v i s i o n o f t h e p r o j e c t

a n d s a i d he made enemies because of t h i s

lL‘Interview w i t h L i l a h Beason, Former S k y l i n e Teache r,
Sco t t sbo ro , Alabama, 10 June 1978.
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i n t e r e s t a n d e f f o r t t o h e l p r e h a b i l i t a t e men

and t h e i r famil ies who wan ted to come b a c k

and t a k e t h e i r r i g h t f u l p l a c e i n c i t i z e n s h i p .

W. H . K e s s l e r , l a n d s c a p e a r c h i t e c t k n o w n

o v e r t h e S o u t h a s one o f t h e l e a d i n g a r t i s t s

i n h i s p a r t i c u l a r fi e l d , was h e r e and l e n t

h i s i d e a s t o w a r d t h e r e fi n e m e n t o f t h e

s c h o o l . M r . K e s s l e r was p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r ‑

e s t e d i n t h i s phase o f t h e work a s h e h a s

done s c h o o l w o r k a l l o v e r t h e S o u t h . H e

a l s o went i n t o s e v e r a l o f t h e homes t h a t

a r e b e i n g b u i l t and e x p r e s s e d h i m s e l f a s

b e i n g e n t i r e l y s a t i s fi e d w i t h b o t h t h e

m a t e r i a l and workmanship , a n d t h a t t h e

w o r k b e i n g done b l e n d e d e n t i r e l y w i t h

t h e g e n e r a l t h o u g h t o f t h e w o r k b e i n g

u n d e r t a k e n . O t h e r d i s t i n g u i s h e d V i s i t o r s

who made t a l k s w e r e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f E d u ‑

c a t i o n J . F. H o d g e s , E d i t o r o f t h e P r o g r e s ‑

i v e Age, J. S. Benson, C a p t a i n R o s s a n d

Commiss ioners W. C. S e l b y , H. G. Graham

a n d W. Badger.15

Ci1’"Land-Breaking F o r S c h o o l B u i l d i n g Is A t t e n d e d By M a n y, “
J a c k s o n Countx S e n t i n e l , 1 9 M a r c h 1936, S e c t i o n 1 , p . l .
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T h i s n a t u r a l r o c k b u i l d i n g , s t a r t e d i n 1936, was com‑

p l e t e d a n d d e d i c a t e d o n May 7 , 1938. S t u d e n t s were a s s i g n e d

t o t e a c h e r s i n a most unusual way. The fi r s t g r a d e t e a c h e r

m i g h t have t h e n o r m a l 6 y e a r o l d g r o u p b u t m i g h t a l s o have

a 1 0 o r 1 4 y e a r o l d who h a d n o t a t t e n d e d school b e f o r e .

T h i s was n o t t o o s u c c e s s f u l , s o s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s w e

changed to t h e age g roup ing p l a n . The fi r s t 9 grades

were t a u g h t . ~At t h e governments i n s i s t e n c e p r o g r e s s i v e

educa t i on was i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e c u r r i c u l u m . Peop le

f r o m b o t h t h e s t a t e a n d f e d e r a l government t a u g h t s p e c i a l

programs o f s o n g s , a r t s and c r a f t s . E v e r y t h i n g w e asked

f o r was g i v e n to us by t h e government. The schoo l was

t h e center o f t h e community a c t i v i t i e s . I t s 1 1 c lassrooms

a n d a u d i t o r i u m was o n a b e a u t i f u l campus. Each s p r i n g t h e

dogwood t r e e s w e r e so l o v e l y t h a t t h e communi ty began a

dogwood f e s t i v a l each y e a r h i g h l i g h t e d b y a Maypole dance .

T h i s r o c k b u i l d i n g was c o n s i d e r e d one o f t h e fi n e r s c h o o l
r

b u i l d i n g i n Alabama.

Three hundred and fi f t y p u p i l s h a v e

e n r o l l e d t h i s f a l l . The age g r o u p i n g

p l a n i s b e i n g u s e d . One h u n d r e d f o r t y

o f t h e o l d e s t a r e t a k i n g a r i c h c o u r s e

i n v o c a t i o n a l w o r k . The g i r l s a r e

16Interview w i t h O l a Va u g h t , F o r m e r S k y l i n e Te a c h e r,
Soo t t sbo ro , Alabama, 6 June 1978.



P a g e  1 9

s e l e c t i n g p a t t e r n s f o r new d r e s s e s . The

boys have s t a r t e d a n e x t e n s i v e cou rse i n

a g r i c u l t u r e . A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e t h e y a r e

m a k i n g a s t u d y o f W i n t e r c o v e r c r o p s a n d

o t h e r s o i l b u i l d i n g p l a n t s . They h a v e made

s e v e r a l fi e l d t r i p s .

T h i s i s t h e o n l y s c h o o l i n t h e s t a t e o f

Alabama t h a t t eaches Home Economics and

A g r i c u l t u r a l c o u r s e s t o J u n i o r H i g h S c h o o l

students.17
Te n thousand a c r e s w e r e added to t h e

c o l o n y i n 1956. These a c r e s s u r r o u n d t h e

p r e s e n t c o l o n y p r o j e c t o f 8 t h o u s a n d a c r e s .

T h i s p r o j e c t h a s p r o v e n s o s u c c e s s f u l

t ha t t h e f e d e r a l o f fi c i a l s r a t e t h i s c o l o n y

a s a number o n e s u c c e s s i n e v e r y way a n d

b e l i e v e t h e e x p a n s i o n w i l l p r o v e o f g r e a t

b e n e fi t . Cumber land Farms R e h a b i l i t a t i o n

P r o j e c t w i l l b e t h e l a r g e s t i n t h e e n t i r e
QSouth.1U

There h a s been some c o n f u s i o n o f t h i s

C u m b e r l a n d M o u n t a i n Farms C o l o n y w i t h i t s

oumber land Farms , J a c k s o n Coun tv S e n t i n e l , 8 O c t o b e r 1956,
S e c t i o n  1 ,  p .  1 .

18"Ten Thousand A c r e s Added t o C o l o n y , " J a c k s o n Count}: S e n t i n e l ,
3 0 J u l y 1936, S e c t i o n 1 , p . l .
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s i s t e r p r o j e c t Cumberland Homestead i n C r o s s v i l l e ,

Tennessee. The R e s e t t l e m e n t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s

reeues ted a name changef

Many names have been sugges ted : Alabama

Mounta in Farms, Alabama S k y l i n e Farms, A l t o ,

Rooseve l t , Happy Farms, J a c k s o n County Farms,

E v e r g r e e n Farms and R o s s v i l l e .

Schoo l c h i l d r e n were g i v e n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y

to suggest names. A p r i z e was o f f e r e d f o r t h e

p u p i l who sugges ted t h e name t h a t i s to be

s e l e c t e d byt h e officials.19
Because o f c o n f u s i o n o v e r names, t h e new

name f o r Cumberland Moun ta in Farms w i l l be

Changed to S k y l i n e Farms. The name was

s u g g e s t e d b y M r . R o b e r t W. Hudgens , R e g i o n a l

D i r e c t o r , R e g i o n V, Rese t t l emen t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,

Montgomery, Alabama. The community, s c h o o l

a n d e x i s t i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i l l a u t o m a t i c a l l y

t a k e t h e new name. The l e t t e r was sent b y

Wa l t e r P a c k a r d , D i r e c t o r o f R u r a l R e s e t t l e m e n t

D i v i s i o n , Wash ing ton , D . C . on Feb rua ry 5 ,

1937.20

19"Cumberland Farms to G e t New Name," Jackson Countv S e n t i n e l ,
4 F e b r u a r y 1937 , S e c t i o n 1 , p . 1 .

20”Colony Name Is Now S k y l i n e Farms, " The Jackson County
S e n t i n e l , 1 8 Februa ry 1957, S e c t i o n 1 , p . l .
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The Co lony was n o w w e l l o n i t s way t o e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e

200 f a r m homes t h a t h a d b e e n c a l l e d f o r . Improvements in

a l m o s t e v e r y aspect o f t h e c o l o n i s t s l i v e s w e r e n o t i c e d . A

n e w s l e t t e r c a l l e d S k y l i n e Farms N o t e was p u b l i s h e d i n one o f

t h e two county p a p e r s e a c h month . The p e o p l e h a d s t a r t e d

w r i t i n g t h i s in 1935 a n d i t s f o r m e r name was Cumber land

Farms Notes .

I n t h e s e N o t e s a l l a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e communi ty w e r e

announced s u c h as t h e May D a y F e s t i v a l , t h e Communi ty F a i r ,

baby contes ts , f o o d and c a n n i n g e x h i b i t s , b a l l games, PTA

m e e t i n g s , Boy S c o u t a n d G i fl . S c o u t m e e t i n g s , t h e a n n u a l J u n e

s i n g i n g o r j u s t any l i t t l e t i d b i t t h a t t h e c o l o n i s t s s h o u l d

be aware o f .

B o t h t h e Birmingham News and t h e Chattanooga Times d i d

w r i t e ‐ u p s a b o u t t h e S k y l i n e Farms C o l o n y . E x c e r p t s o f t h e s e

a r t i c l e s , a s w e l l a s p i c t u r e s h a v e been l o c a t e d i n o u r county

pape rs o f 1936 and 1937.

T h e c o l o n i s t s o p e r a t e d a c o - o p e r a t i v e s t o r e w h i c h was

b u i l t b y t h e men t h e m s e l v e s . M r . V i r g i l B r e w e r , one o f t h e

o r i g i n a l c o l o n i s t s a n d t h e o n l y one o f t h e o r i g i n a l c o l o n i s t s

now l i v i n g on Cumber land M o u n t a i n t o l d his s t o r y .

" I was one o f t h e l u c k y ones. I was c h o s e n t o g o t o

w o r k o n F e b r u a r y 8 , 193A. I w o r k e d twozyears o n c o n s t r u c t i o n .

Then i n 1936 I was h e a d c o o k f o r t h e ones who l i v e d i n t h e

b u n k h o u s e s . I cooked a s h i g h a s 200 b i s c u i t s a m e a l . I n
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1937 I g o t t o move i n t o m y house. W e were m a k i n g n o t h i n g a t

fi r s t and d r a w i n g a r o u n d $7.50 a month g r o c e r y o r d e r f r o m t h e

c o - o p . L a t e r I made $1 .00 a d a y. I f t h e r e was any s to re

p r o fi t s , a c e r t a i n p e r centage was s e t a s i d e f o r community

improvements w i t h t h e r e s t of t h e p r o fi t s to be d i v i d e d among

t h e c o l o n i s t s . There was n o way a man a n d h i s f a m i l y c o u l d

e a t o n t h a t $7 .50 g r o c e r y a l l o t m e n t s o t h e co -op d i d n ' t show

any p r o fi t so t h e government had to do a l l t h e improvements .

I t was h a r d and I n e v e r have unders tood why t h e government

t o o k e v e r y t h i n g back when w e t h o u g h t w e were b u y i n g o u r

l a n d . I ' v e hea rd some say it was l i k e Communism, d r a w i n g

s u p p l i e s and w o r k i n g f o r l i t t l e o r n o m o n e y. "

O n A p r i l 29, 1937 S k y l i n e Farms e l e c t e d

themselves o f fi c i a l s , even t h o u g h t h o u g h

t h e y have n e v e r b e e n a n i n c o r p o r a t e d a r e a .

F i v e hundred a t t e n d e d l o c a l e l e c t i o n a n d

n e a r l y 400 vo tes we re cas t . V o t i n g s topped

at 7:30 f o r a b i g community m e e t i n g , a

h e a l t h p l a y o n m a l a r i a and a f r e e p i c t u r e

show. Vo t e s were counted and w i n n e r s w e r e

announced. D i s t r i c t I - B i l l Holman a n d

Monroe Cox, D i s t r i c t I I - J e s s C a r t e r a n d

P i e r c e Reed, D i s t r i c t I I I ‐ M . L . Lands

9 ' } . . . . . . . .“ I n t e r v 1 e w W i t h V i r g i l B rewer, O r i g i n a l C o l o n i s t , S k y l i n e ,
Alabama, 2 J u n e 1978.
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a n d Ches te r B y a r , D i s t r i c t I V ‐ Talmadge

Hopper a n d M. B. Shrader.22
The c o u n c i l announced at a p u b l i c

meet ing t h a t S k y l i n e Farms was suchfla
s u c c e s s f u l p r o j e c t t h a t i t wou ld g o down

in h i s t o r y t h e same as t h e P i l g r i m fathers.23
L i f e was more p l e a s a n t f o r t h e c o l o n i s t s d u r i n g 1937.

A r e c r e a t i o n h a l l was b u i l t a n d s q u a r e dances w e r e h e l d once

a week. One group of dancers, p i c k e r s and s i n g e r s became so

g o o d they were i n v i t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n s e v e r a l a reas .

Twen ty ‐n ine mus i c i ans and t r a d i t i o n a l

s q u a r e dancers f r o m S k y l i n e Farms Co lony

a r r i v e d i n A s h v i l l e , N o r t h C a r o l i n a f o r

a 5 day f e s t i v a l . They p e r f o r m e d a t 8 p . m .

e a c h n i g h t a n d p l a y e d o n t h e r a d i o S a t u r d a y
. 24m o r n l n g .

According to M r. C h e s t e r A l l e n , one of t h e c o l o n i s t s

a n d a mus ic ian , t h e g r e a t e s t honor to come to S k y l i n e was

a n i n v i t a t i o n b y Mrs . F r a n k l i n D . R o o s e v e l t f o r t h e m u s i ‑

c i a n s a n d t h e dancers t o p e r f o r m i n Wa s h i n g t o n , . D . C . M r s .

Roosevel t t o o k a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t in t h i s t y p e of s o c i a l
. . 25e x p e r i m e n t . A Check was s e n t b y h e r t o c o v e r t h e i r expenses.

22"Skyline Farms E l e c t O f fi c i a l s , ” Jackson County Sentine1,
6 May 1937, S e c t i o n 1 , p . 2

72J"Skyline Farms News," Jackson County S e n t i n e l , 1 A u g u s t 1937,
4 S e c t i o n 1 , p . 3 .

2 ” S k y l i n e Farm Colony News," Jackson County S e n t i n e l ,
1 7 Augus t 1937, S e c t i o n 1 , p . 5 .

é j lnterview w i t h Ches te r A l l e n , C o l o n i s t , S k y l i n e , Alabama,
4 June 1978.
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The S k y l i n e Farms g r o u p i s t o s i n g a n d dance

o n t h e White House Lawn. They w e r e i n v i t e d b y

Mrs . R o o s e v e l t f o r May 12. They a r e t o l e a v e

f o r Washington on May 1 0 t h . T h e i r expenses

w h i l e in t h e c i t y w i l l be p a i d by Mrs . Roose‑

velt.26
The Whi te House g r o u n d s r a n g w i t h moun ta in

music , hound dog w a i l s and t h e s h u f fl e o f

danc ing f e e t Thursday.

Twenty-two Alabama boys and g i r l s who

he lped homestead a h i l l t o p to escape t h e

depress ion, s a n g , danced a n d fi d d l e d f o r

2,523 g a r d e n p a r t y g u e s t s .

The gingham c l a d g i r l s and c o a t l e s s b o y s

who “threaded t h e n e e d l e " and "Rang up F o u r "

were young f o l k s f r o m S k y l i n e Farms, a

government a i ded community n e a r Scot tsboro,

Alabama. M r s . F r a n k l i n D. Roosevel t , who

was e n t e r t a i n i n g women execut ives o f g o v e r n ‑

ment depar tmen ts announced h e r entertainhent
had come 750 m i l e s b y c a r t o " p l a y " j u s t a s

t h e y do in t h e i r own communi ty house on

Cumberland Mountain.

r

2°"Skyline Farms Group To S i n g In Wash ing ton" J a c k s o n Countx
S e n t i n e l , 5 May 1938, S e c t i o n 1 , p . l .
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I k e F l o y d , s m i l i n g homesteader in c h a r g e of

t i m b e r c u t t i n g in t h e community was master of

c e r e m o n y . ‘

N o t t h e l e a s t s e l f consc ious , a s i x p i e c e

o rches t ra began w i t h "Alabama J u b i l e e . " When

t h e y p l a y e d " F o x Chase," C h e s t e r A l l e n who

doubled on t h e fi d d l e and g u i t a r w a i l e d l i k e

a d o g . Then t h e t u n e ” C a c k l i n Hen ” a n d A l l e n ' s

v o i c e s t i l l d i d t r i c k s .

E i g h t c o u p l e s danced t h e fi g u r e s k e p t a l i v e

in t h e S o u t h d e s p i t e t h e new modern dances.27
The group c o n s i s t e d o f t h e f o l l o w i n g : M r . a n d M r s . W . I .

F l o y d , W i l l i e Rodgers , O p a l Holsonback, Mrs . A. Wa l k e r, P r i n c e

Whorton, Mrs. E. E. Wi lson, J o h n L i n d s e y, J. W. Holmand, E d i t h

Green, M r. a n d M r s . E l t o n Kennamer, M r . and M r s . N. E. Wa ld rop ,

Wa l t e r Freeman, J u a n i t a J a r n a g i n , Jane F l o y d , M . L . Lands,

M r . and M r s . O t i s Sha rpe , M r. and Mrs . W. N . Ross , H . L .

Green , J o e S h a r p e , C l i f f o r d Anderson, Thomas H o l t , Reuben

Rousseau, a n d Ches te r A l l e n , (O ld R a t t l e r ) .

M r . F l o y d a n d t h e g r o u p wro te a t h a n k y o u n o t e t o M r s .

Rooseve l t a n d r e t u r n e d $15 .00 t h a t was l e f t o f t h e expense

money. Mrs . Rooseve l t w ro te a l e t t e r on June 1 0 , 1938 to

M r . F l o y d i n w h i c h she s p o k e o f h e r a p p r e c i a t o n t o t h e

g r o u p . She r e t u r n e d t h e $ 1 5 . 0 0 and asked t h a t i t b e spen t

to b u y someth ing f o r t h e commun i t y. She added t h a t she

27"Sk l i n e Farms Q r e u v ” e k e P i t I n ? a s h i n t o n " J a c k s o n C o u n tV . . _ g , yS e n t i n e l , 1 7 May 1938, S e c t i o n 1 , p . l .
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hoped t o v i s i t S k y l i n e Farms i n t h e f u t u r e b u t she was never

a b l e to.28
The gove rnmen t continued to send in adv isers to teach

s k i l l s to t h e p e o p l e of t h e community. The g i r l s were t a u g h t

t o make tennis and v o l l e y b a l l s and fi s h n e t s f o r s a l e o r

exchange f o r o t h e r s i m i l a r p r o d u c t s . Men were t a u g h t t o

make a l l types o f f u r n i t u r e f o r t h e i r own u s e and f o r

s a l e . Crops were s o l d b y t h e c o - o p . E a s t e r L i l y b u l b s

were a l s o g r o w n f o r s a l e . A cann ing s h e l t e r was b u i l t

and t h e l a d i e s were t a u g h t how t o u s e a p r e s s u r e cooker.

The Federa l Government furn ished t i n cans and a machine

to s e a l them w i t h . Auburn Univers i ty g a v e books showing

t h e women how to use water b a t h canning.29
Addit ional w o r k was needed to employee t h e women of

S k y l i n e Farms.

A $94,000 K n i t t i n g M i l l i s t o b e b u i l t

a t S k y l i n e Farms. I t i s t o b e p a r t o f t h e

rehab i l i t a t i on p r o j e c t . The m i l l w i l l be
o p e r a t e d b y a p r i v a t e company f r o m Pennsy ‑

l van ia . They w i l l own 51% o f i t a n d t h e

g o v e r n m e n t 49%. The m i l l w i l l employ c o l o ‑

n i s t s as f a r as practicable.30

8Walter Hammer, A P i c t o r i a l Walk Thru 0 1 ' H i h Jackson,
(Collegedale, Tennessee: C o l l e g e Press, 1957.5 p. 104.

In te rv iew w i t h Ber tha K i r b y , WPA S u p e r v i s o r o f Womens Work,
Scottsboro, Alabama, 17 June 1978.

29

30"Work S t a r t s O nNew K n i t t i n g M i l l a t S k y l i n e Farms," Jackson
County Sent inel , 29 November 1938, Sec t ion 1, p. l
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According to C l y d e Money, t h e m i l l was n o t a success

s i n c e t h e Pennsy lvan ia Comeany c o u l d n o t make a p r o fi t

a f t e r fu rn ish ing t h e machinery and l e a s i n g t h e b u i l d i n g

f r o m t h e Rehabi l i tat ion p r o j e c t . T h i s m i l l was c losed

a f t e r a f e w y e a r s b u t approx ima te l y 20 y e a r s ago r e o p e n e d

as a l a t e x m i l l and does employ many women today.31
In March o f 1939, t h e Alabama Power Company con t rac ted

t o serve S k y l i n e Farms. The K n i t t i n g M i l l needed e l e c t r i c i t y

and 50 of t h e farmers s i g n e d up to r e c e i v e power.52
A g r e a t t ragedy happened in t h e community when t h e schoo1

burned in 1941.
The S k y l i n e S c h o o l b u i l d i n g burned l a s t

Saturday. The l o s s is estimated at $70,000.

There was n o water system t o u s e i n p u t t i n g

o u t t h e fi r e . The schoo l , c o m p l e t e d i n

1938, h a d 11 classrooms a n d an aud i to r i um.

The schoo l h a d c l o s e d on December 20 a n d o p e n i n g

h a d been p o s t p o n e d d u e t o a n e p i d e m i c o f

S c a r l e t Fever.35
When schoo l r e o p e n e d a f t e r t h e S c a r l e t F e v e r sca re ,

31Interview w i t h C l y d e Money, Former S t o r e Owner at S k y l i n e ,
Scottsboro, Alabama, 28 May 1978.

32"Contracts W i t h Alabama,” The Progressive Age, 9 March 1939,
Sec t i on  1 ,  D .  1 .

33' " S k ' l i n e S c h o o l B u i l d i n g Burned , " Jackson C o u n t S e n t i n e l ,o  _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 _ _ _ ~ _ . J L _ . _ _ _ _ _ . _7 January 1941, S e c t i o n 1, p. 1.
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c lasses were h e l d in p o t a t o sheds in t h e community.54
A t r a g e d y t o a l l who h a d made t h e t r i p t o Wa s h i n g t o n

and a g r e a t l o s s to t h e community was the l a r g e autographed

p i c t u r e of Mrs . Rooseve l t in a fl o w i n g fo rma l gown. T h i s

p i c t u r e , a l o n g w i t h a n e n l a r g e d g r o u p p i c t u r e o f t h e dance

team o n t h e c a p i t o l steps; was hanging i n t h e o f fi c e when

t h e b u i l d i n g was burned.

Contracts were l e t f o r a new schoo l in J u l y , 1941. The

p r e s e n t stone b u i l d i n g was b u i l t o n t h e same f o u n d a t i o n a n d

is s t i l l in u s e today as a elementary school.35
In 19h3, h e a r i n g s were h e l d b e f o r e a s e l e c t commi t tee

o f t h e House o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e a c t i v i ‑

t i e s of t h e Farm S e c u r i t y Administrat ion. T h i s is a p o r t i o n

o f t h e r e p o r t o n S k y l i n e Farms C o l o n y.

As of J u n e 50, 1942, t h e Government h a d

expended $1,260,031 in development of t h e

p r o j e c t . E i g h t hundred s i x t y t h r e e thousand

fi v e hundred a n d n i n e t y - s e v e n d o l l a r s h a d

been spent in development of t h e i n d i v i d u a l

u n i t s . The r e m a i n d e r was Spent i n p u b l i c

improvement, s u c h as r o a d s , r e s e r v e l a n d ,

school , e t c . The h i g h c o s t r e s u l t s f r o m

many causes. R e l i e f l a b o r in t h e amount

34Interview w i t h 01a Va u g h t , Fo rmer Teacher, S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama,
6 June 1978.

35I n t e r v i e w w i t h L u r a Duke, Former Teacher, S k y l i n e , Alabama,
4 June 1978.
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of at l e a s t $178,700 was u s e d in c o n ‑

s t r u c t i o n a n d c l e a r i n g . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

o f m a t e r i a l s was c o s t l y because o f t h e

l a c k o f r o a d s i n t h e e a r l i e r deve lopmen t .

As of June 50, 19A2, t h e Government

had c o l l e c t e d $26,817 o f income w h i c h

was a v a i l a b l e f o r u s e i n o p e r a t i n g t h e

p r o j e c t . Ma in tenance and payments in

l i e u of taxes to county a n d p u b l i c

b o d i e s amounted to $56,095. Management

cos t s w e r e $83,250.

From s a l e s i n d i c a t i o n s , i t w o u l d

appear t h a t t h e government w o u l d r e c o v e r

on t h e average u n i t $2500 l e s s t h a n the.
inves tmen t i n t h a t u n i t . P a r t o f t h i s

l o s s r e s u l t s f r o m t h e u s e o f r e l i e f l a b o r .

L o c a l , p u b l i c , b o d i e s p r i o r t o t h e p r o j e c t ,

we re p r o v i d i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y $30 a mon th

i n subs id i es to keep each f a m i l y g o i n g .

A s o f F e b r u a r y 28, 1943, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n

l o a n s h a d been made t o i n d i v i d u a l f a m i l i e s

on t h i s p r o j e c t in t h e amount of $425,980.

The ma tu red 1 A r i n c i a l was $104 097 a n d r e ‑21 p a

payments o n t h e p r i n c i p a l amounted t o $83,893.
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I n t e r e s t h a d been c o l l e c t e d t o t a l i n g $12,404.36
C o n t r a r y t o w h a t I h a v e heard , I cannot fi n d any ev idence

f r o m t h e a v a i l a b l e documents and accounts t h a t t h e S k y l i n e Farms

Colony was d e c l a r e d u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l . Acco rd ing t o M r . Brewer,

M r . A l l e n , and C l y d e Money, t h e f a r m s were l i q u i d a t e d o r

r e c a l l e d f r o m t h e o r i g i n a l homesteaders in 1945 if t h e

c o l o n i s t s were beh ind i n payment. P o s s i b l y t h i s i s where

t h e i d e a t h a t t h e co lony was d e c l a r e d u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l

o r i g i n a t e d .

M r. Chester A l l e n , a n e a r l y c o l o n i s t came o u t t o work

f o r t h e co lony i n e a r l y 1935. I t i s h i s o p i n i o n t h a t t h e

p r o p e r t y h a d t o b e s o l d because t h e p e o p l e d i d n o t keep u p

t h e i r payments to t h e government a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r a g r e e ‑

ment. They began to buy r a d i o - phonographs w i t h t h e i r

money s i n c e t h e y now had e l e c t r i c i t y . H e f e e l s t h a t t h e

peOple began to squabb le among themselves. T h i s l e d to

t h e t r a n s f e r r i n g o f H a r r y Ross, t h e p r o j e c t manager t o

Cahaba a r o u n d 1940 and t h e b r i n g i n g i n o f Tommy D a v i d .

M r . Dav id , t h e new p r o j e c t manager was n o t a s e f f e c t i v e

as H a r r y Ross. He s a i d t h e community l o s t a g r e a t l e a d e r

i n H a r r y Ross. M r . A l l e n t o l d o f m e e t i n g h i m s e v e r a l y e a r s

l a t e r a n d M r . Ross t o l d h im , "No ma t te r where I g o , my h e a r t

b e l o n g s t o S k y l i n e . " C l a y Parad ise , M r. A l l e n ’ s f a t h e r ‐ i n - l a w

36U.8 . Congress, House, A R e s o l u t i o n C r e a t i n A S e l e c t Committee
to I n v e s t i a t e The A c t i v i t i e s of t h e Farm S e c u r i t Administration,
H. R. 119, 78 uh Congress, 1 s t sess ion , 19 3, p. 1037.
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was t h e o n l y one o f t h e o r i g i n a l c o l o n i s t s who was a b l e t o

p a y f o r h i s l a n d . Many o f t h e e a r l i e r s e t t l e r s o f t h e

c o l o n y d o own p r o p e r t y a n d l i v e a t S k y l i n e , b u t n o t o n

t h e i r o r i g i n a l homestead. Those p e o p l e who came in a f t e r

1939 have in most cases, k e p t t h e i r homesteads. Deed

r e c o r d s o f 1945 v e r i f y t h a t M r . P a r a d i s e d i d b u y h i s own

homestead.37
There is o n l y one of t h e o r i g i n a l homesteaders s t i l l

l i v i n g a t S k y l i n e , V i r g i l Brewer ( t h i s i s v e r i fi e d b y many

peop le . ) He unders tood t h a t t h e s e t t l e r s w e r e to g e t e v e r y ‑

t h i n g f r e e u n t i l t h e y g o t t h e i r f a r m s s t a r t e d . T h i s i n c l u d e d

t h e l a n d , house, f u r n i s h i n g s , s t o c k a n d s e e d . L a t e r h e was

b i l l e d f o r i t a l l . H e k e p t g o i n g f a r t h e r a n d f a r t h e r i n t o

d e b t . He r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m t h e government in 19h5
g i v i n g h i m 90 days to g e t o u t . He moved to Tennessee f o r

a w h i l e b u t l a t e r moved back t o S k y l i n e a n d b o u g h t a p l o t

o f l a n d . H e r e t i r e d a s j a n i t o r o f S k y l i n e S c h o o l i n 1971.
H i s i n t e r e s t in t h e community h a s n e v e r waned.38

I t has .been s a i d by some t h a t S k y l i n e Farms C o l o n y

was a f a i l u r e . Was i t ? Yo u b e t h e j u d g e .

I t d i d t a k e p e o p l e o f f r e l i e f r o l l s . I t d i d f u r n i s h

j o b s f o r d e s p e r a t e s o u l s . They d i d l i v e i n s u b s t a n t i a l

37Interview w i t h C h e s t e r A l l e n , E a r l y S e t t l e r , S k y l i n e ,
Alabama, 4 J u n e 1978.

38Interview w i t h V i r g i l B rewer, O r i ‘ i n a l C o l o n i s t , S k y l i n e ,
Alabama, 2 June 1978.
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homes a n d g r o w s u f fi c i e n t c r o p s f o r t h i e r n e e d s . They d i d

l e a r n new methods o f f a r m i n g a n d p r e s e r v i n g . They w e r e

f u r n i s h e d r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . They were p r o v i d e d

a n e x c e l l e n t s c h o o l f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n s ' educat ion . They

were f u r n i s h e d m e d i c a l c a r e . A l l o f t h e s e programs were

s p o n s o r e d b y t h e Government. Perhaps t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n

o f t h e heads o f t h e f a m i l i e s was a f a i l u r e a c c o r d i n g t o

t h e standards by w h i c h t h e y w e r e j u d g e d , b u t t h e i r c h i l d r e n

h a d t o b e n e fi t a s t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o d a y a r e b e n e fi t t i n g f r o m

t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e S k y l i n e Farms C o l o n y.

T h e r e i s a l i t t l e known s o n g , w r i t t e n b y a c o l o n y

schoo l b o y , S tonewa l l Fa i rbanks , who was t h e s o n o f an

e a r l y homesteader. It was w r i t t e n to be sung to t h e tune

"Wabash C a n n o n b a l l . "

L i s t e n t o m y s t o r y , I d o n o t mean
no  ha rm .
I t ' s about a l i t t l e s t a t i o n t h e y c a l l
S k y l i n e Farms.
I t ' s a b e a u t i f u l p l a c e away o u t o n
a moun ta in t o p ,
Where t h e r e ' s l o t s o f b e e r a n d w h i s k e y
and t h e l a w a i n ' t s o h o t .

The government was v e r y l i b e r a l ,
t h e y g r a n t e d u s a s t o r e .
The members a l l t r a d e d t h e r e , b u t
some o f them g o t s o r e .
Some wanted i t who lesa le , b u t
Law ( s t o r e manager) s a i d it c o u l d n ' t
be  done ;
B u t i f y o u w i l l come and V i s i t
u s w e w i l l show y o u how i t s r u n .
The p e o p l e g e t d i s c o u r a g e d , t h e i r
m i n d s g e t a f r i g h t .
Pop Ross c a l l s a m e e t i n g ,
h e a l w a y s se ts t h e m r i g h t .



P a g e  3 3
I t ' s a government p r o j e c t and
we have l o t s to e a t .
I t s po ta toes , i t s tomatoes, b u t
seldom i t ' s meat.
The government is b a c k i n g u s .
I know we cannot f a l l .
You h e a r d t h i s s t o r y f r o m a 3 9
b o y t h e y c a l l S t o n e w a l l .

S t o n e w a l l i s s t i l l l i v i n g a t S k y l i n e . H e was n o t j u s t t r y i n g

to rhyme a poem when he s a i d ”we cannot f a l l . " As f o r t h o s e who

f e e l t h a t t h e S k y l i n e Farms C o l o n y was a f a i l u r e because most

o f t h e o r i g i n a l c o l o n i s t s l o s t t h e i r l a n d , I cannot a g r e e .

L o o k i n g a t o n l y t h e improvements t h a t h a v e come abou t as

a r e s u l t o f t h e es tab l i shment , t h i s i s w h a t I see - A new

highway up t h e m o u n t a i n comp le ted in 1961, a High/Sohool

b u i l t in 1975, a n e w gymnasium, a new lunohroom, i n c r e a s e d

campus a c r e a g e , 750 p u p i l s , 3 4 t e a c h e r s , 2 H o l i n e s s churches,

2 Church of God, a C h u r c h of C h r i s t , a n d 5 B a p t i s t s Churches,

a P. T . A . , a B o o s t e r s C l u b , m i l e s a n d m i l e s o r p a v e d r o a d s , a

w a t e r system, a v o l u n t e e r fi r e d e p a r t m e n t , a l a t e x m i l l ,

b e a u t i f u l homes a s w e l l a s r e m o d e l e d c o l o n y homes, 1 0 g e n e r a l

s tores , 8 s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s , a c a f e , and a b o u t 3,500 p e o p l e .

These a r e j u s t a f e w o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t h a v e come a b o u t a s

a r e s u l t o f a s o c i a l e x p e r i m e n t t h a t was c a r v e d o u t o f a

w i l d e r n e s s a t o p Cumber land M o u n t a i n d u r i n g t h e d a r k y e a r s

o f t h e d e p r e s s i o n .
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